60                            DAYS    WITH    BERNARD     SHAW
he asked for the wireless and we were regaled with a jolly tune from
Gilbert and Sullivan's lolanthe.
"Ibsen could do that kind of thing much becier. Do you remember
the chorus in Loves Comedy?" I said, and read it:
"Welcome, welcome, new plighted pair
To the merry ranks of the plighted!
Now you may revel as free as air,
Caress without stint and kiss without care,
No longer of footfall affrighted.
Now you are licensed, wherever you go,
To the rapture of cooing and billing;
Now you have leisure love's seed to sow,
Water, and tend it, and make it grow;
Let us see you've a talent for tilling!"
"As I said," G.B.S. laughed, "marriage is popular because it combines
the maximum of temptation with the maximum of opportunity."
I found G.B.S. standing beneath a clump'of pines in the park, staring
in the direction of the park. The sun was going down and a grey mist
was creeping over the church.
"Those bushes must be cut away; they hide the church," he
complained.
"Elected churchwarden?" I asked.
He took me seriously: "No, certainly not."
He was in a grim mood. Two or three women passed us to put
flowers on the graves, forget-me-nots "and marigolds and they did not
notice us. He said:
"I must have been an insufferable child, all children are. I forget the
things that happened yesterday and remember the things that happened
eighty years back as if they were yesterday. I indulged in cruelties that
didn't turn a hair of my head. No child should be unaware that if it
provokes its elders beyond endurance, it will get its head clouted without
regard to the possible consequences. Corporal punishment is not effective!
unless it is really cruel, which it seldom is. I was never punished at home
and at school the teachers were too indifferent to work up the cruelty
necessary to get me to do my lessons. Without Lee I would have remained
a barbarian. It was he who proved to me that the world could be safely
defied. I've never turned back. I've always slept with an open window,